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1. Call to Order by Pat Gaston at 1:30 pm 
	 Board Members:         ( means Present)

	
	Pat Gaston, President, HG
	
	Myra Powers, Secretary, HG

	
	Diana Wong, Vice President, HG
	
	Joni Seymour, Sargent at Arms, HG

	
	Jan Herbert, Treasurer, HG
	
	Sofie Maestas, Director


2. Pledge of Allegiance. 
3. Approve Agenda. Motion: Diana / 2nd: Sofie
4. Review Minutes:  Review of September 12, 2011; approved. Review of October 11, 2011 Minutes; approved with edits to chart of previous board members. 
5. Reports 
a. President – Pat Gaston
1. 2011 Meetings/Socials: Christmas Party, Dec 17, Furr’s on San Mateo rather than pot-luck, time: TBA; Board meetings: second Thursday of each month unless conflict with other veterans event (Membership meeting, elections: Jan 14, 2012).
2. Upcoming events to non-email members – lots of events for Veterans Day (Fri, Nov 11) coming up. Keep phone tree to get hold of these people to notify them of events.
3. Elections – Pat sent email out notifying members of elections; will send another one. Also notified of December 17 Christmas dinner.
b. Vice President – Diana Wong:
1. New members/total member/recruitment:  104 members, some pending payment, Includes scholarships given at conference which are free until end of year; January begins payment of dues. Nine women do not have email and/or phone numbers for notification purposes.
2. Outreach events/fundraising:  Veterans Day events are good outreach. See item 6a(2) for Fundraising report.
c. Treasurer – Jan Herbert: 
 Savings: $1,319.12  / Checking: $7,835.11 (unreconciled)
d. Honor Guard – Joni Seymour 
1. New Members: Joni contacted Tammy but has had no response. Gloria Vinskey will be turning in her uniform due to physical problems. Jan to contact Nancy Tafoya about turning in her uniform (if inactive for one year, uniforms should be turned in).
2. Tailoring Sleeves of HG Uniform: Diana found woman (Carol) who has tailored most of the active members’ sleeves for $5 each.
3. November Luncheon – Myra, Joni, Diana got good reviews for performing at Women Veterans Luncheon held last November 5.
e. Secretary – Myra Powers
1. Federal Non-Profit (501(c) APPROVED.
a. Myra will be looking into a ‘duplicate’ form for donations. 
b. Pat spoke with Marsha at Congressman Heinrich’s office – now that 501(c )3 is approved, she will be in touch with her grants contact. This will enable WVNM to have ‘real money’ (via grants) to help women veterans, such as the veteran who requested a heater. 
2. Miscellaneous Updates: past board member chart updated for historical purposes. Also helps to know exactly when each board members’ term is up.
f. Logistic Coordinator: Furniture Donations/Storage/Bikes – Sofie Maestas
1. Sofie reports on furniture donation: given household items for a woman veteran
2. Sofie wants to go through items to keep only that which we can give out – wants to sort through and organize storage. Joni offers to help.
5. OLD BUSINESS 
a. Women Veterans Conference 2011
1. Lower attendance than expected, probably due to other events occurring same day. Pat, Joni, Sofie and Myra attended. Sandra Singer and Katy Keaty assisted with registration.
· Camaraderie – women remained after conference to socialize – allowed female vets to share their stories, taking pride in their service. A lot of people do have PTSD and have tendency to not share time or information with others. 92-year-old Rio Rancho woman veteran attended and was interviewed by Channel 7. Median age of attendees was 40 – 55 years. 92-year-old Rio Rancho woman veteran attended and was interviewed by Channel 7. Median age of attendees was 40 – 55. 
· Bike raffle – Winner was not a veteran, but was a civilian in Viet Nam at USO. Native American group has adopted her as member, so determination made that she could keep the bike.
· Walmart Card – everyone walked out with a Walmart card for $40
2. Sales – T-shirt/merchandise sales went very well, $382 was raised. Women liked their shirts.
3. Donations - $6,500, including the Mental Health company, Purple Heart and DAV Socorro; up to $3,000 from DVS. Awaiting final bill from hotel. Conference is fully funded. Bill will be approximately $7,500. Josetta will be calling soon. The good thing is we will be able to finish up without losing money this year.
b. Stand Down – Oct 14. Crowd slowed down about 2 pm. We saw 15 women. It was well-organized this year. This was 4th annual event, and it gets better organized each year. Two of the women from the StandDown attended the conference the next day and even got a hotel room for the night.
6. NEW BUSINESS
a. Sandia Lab Veterans Day Event - November 10th, 1130 – 2pm, Steve Schiff Auditorium on base. Myra to attend. Will be taking items for an educational table (no sales). Will be provided snacks. Sandia Lab got hold of Pat because of our flyer sent to them. 
b. Veterans Day Parade and Ceremony – WVNM has a table. Meet at 8 am at Bullhead Park off Gibson – Parade starts at 9 am for approx. 1 ½ mile trek. We will be decorating Myra’s red truck with banner, etc. Diana has candy to pass out to parade-watchers. We’ll find a place to do Vet Day free lunch.
c. UNM Veterans Day Events: November 11 at Student Union Building, 11 am. Pat to join Katy Keaty after Veterans Day parade event.
d. American Legion Post 13 Veterans Day Dinner  - honors women veterans with free dinner at 6 pm. Pat to send email to invite members. Must have VA card or military ID. Pat will be one of the speakers.
e. Golden Corral free dinner the following Monday. Will meet at the San Mateo/Montgomery location (just north of Furr’s) at 7 pm, wear Tshirts. We want a good showing.
7. Open Discussion and Announcements: 
a. Honor Guard for Tribute to Women Veterans – Fri, Mar 2, 2012 – Diana was approached to have WV do HG for Tribute.
b. Sock Hop was cancelled for Nov 16. Will reschedule. Diana to get back with Michelle at VA Rec Center.
c. Next board meeting: Dec 8, 11 am or 2 pm (Pat will let us know).
d. Christmas Card from VistaPrint for WV to send out to organizations, storage company, etc.
8. ADJOURN: 2:56 pm (Motion: Diana/2nd Joni)
UPCOMING EVENTS:
· Dec 8 – Board Meeting (either 11 am or 2 pm, Pat to notify board)
· Dec 17 - Christmas Party (Time TBA), Furrs, San Mateo
· Jan 14, 2012 – Member Meeting, 11 am, Furrs, San Mateo
· Mar 2, 2012 – Tribute to Women Veterans, Honor Guard  
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