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Women [image: copy of WVNM logo]Veterans of New Mexico

P O Box 36648, Albuquerque NM 87176
MINUTES of Board Meeting
September 12, 2011


1. Call to Order by Pat Gaston at 3:16 p.m. 
	 Board Members:         ( means Present)

	
	Pat Gaston, President, HG
	
	Myra Powers, Secretary, HG

	
	Diana Wong, Vice President, HG
	
	Joni Seymour, Sargent at Arms, HG

	
	Jan Herbert, Treasurer, HG
	
	Sofie Maestas, Director

	
	
	
	


2. Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. Approve Agenda. Motion: Myra / 2nd: Diana

4. Review Minutes:  Review of August 12, 2011 Minutes. Approved with edits. (Motion: Diana/2nd Joni).

5. Reports 
a. President – Pat Gaston
1. 2011 Meetings/Socials: Anniversary Party, September 18; Stand-Down October 14 & 15; Women Veterans Convention (in lieu of Membership meeting)  October 15; & Christmas Party, December 17; Board meetings: second Thursday of each month unless conflict with other veterans event.
· Anniversary Party, Sunday, Sep 18, 5:00 pm Social, 5:30 begin. Room is available 4:45 pm for decorating. Diana bringing patriotic/Red White Blue and ‘military’ covers. 
· Fair: Pat returned application to Josetta as soon as she got it.
2. Non-email members: Pat to send info to non-email members due to Jan’s absence.
3. Pop-up Tent Purchase: Pat purchased red tent for outdoor events: Fair, Stand‑Down, Outreach, etc. We can put vinyl lettering on it. Receipt given Myra for QuickBooks entry.
b. Vice President – Diana Wong:
1. New members/total member/recruitment:  Diana sent letters out to new people that have not paid; sent email to Anne Hammond; Jennifer Sheldon was a scholarship. Have 85 members, counting the tentative (awaiting payment) women.
2. Outreach event: Diana reports that she has not set a date for outreach at the VA Clinic due to her pending surgery. She expects to speak to VA concerning scheduling an outreach event by the last week of this month. 
· Put information out about collecting clothes for Stand-Down Oct 14 & 15 Fri-Sat (UVC will be previous Wed).
c. Treasurer – Jan Herbert (absent): 
· Myra has not seen bank statements ending August 31, 2011, probably due to change of address. Myra will email financial reports as soon as bank statements received. 
[“Un-reconciled” Financial Report as of 8/31/11: Checking: $1,579.62; Savings: $1,318.99.] 
d. Honor Guard – Joni Seymour 
1. New Members: Joni to contact prospective new HG members.
2. Tailoring Sleeves of HG Uniform: Still pending, Joni to suspend it until next month or send email when information on cost available.
3. Women Vets Conference: WVNM HG will combine with Farmington’s HG for the conference
4. Para cord: Joni purchased para cord to go with white laces on boots, will distribute to HG members.
5. Women in Military Luncheon: Saturday, Nov 5, Navy is hosting this year and they are asking for HG. Joni to contact Mary Cox.
6. ALS - Sep 25, 10:00 am, arrive by 8:30. Myra and Joni will be there. 
e. Secretary – Myra Powers
1. Federal Non-Profit (501(c)3 paperwork – mailed out, IRS has responded with a “received application” notice. 
2. Myra thanks everyone for doing much better on getting receipts submitted for financial accuracy.
3. Pat reports that Myra has been busy with updates to website, and there’s more pictures to upload.
f. Logistic Coordinator: Furniture Donations/Storage/Bikes – Sofie Maestas
· One woman vet still needs living room furniture, dining room set. Gave Fermin (NMVIC) her name so that if they receive donations they don’t need, they may pass them on to her. Two twin beds made into a king bed. 
· We have small stuff (dishes, silverware, vacuum, etc.). Awaiting new donations of furniture to store until needed.
· Donation letter: Sofie has letter that the vet submits delineating how the needed items will help her. Sofie has her sign for any items she receives (good for potential audits of where collected items are distributed).
· Sofie made up “Thank you” cards for those donating, to use until those from VistaPrint come in

6. OLD BUSINESS 
a. Hard Rock Café – Fundraiser in October still pending.
b. Daniels Funeral Home briefing  - They had door prizes and provided lunch to our group of attendees. Great information packets. Almost everyone got a door prize.
7. NEW BUSINESS
a. Stand Down – October 14 & 15
· Oct 13th is final preparation day. Pat to email everyone for volunteers. 
· Oct 14th is ‘Veterans only’ day.
· Pat, Myra, Sofie, and Joni can attend. WVNM will be sharing table with the YWCA and we will use our new tent. Pat to contact Andrea at YWCA.
· Future Meetings pertaining to Stand Down: Sep 21, Oct 5, Oct 12 & 13 (final prep) – Pat would like help in attending these meetings
· Volunteers to sort clothes (request from members). Located Central and Tramway
b. WVNM Anniversary Party: September 18th. 
1. Decorations: Diana. 
2. Flyers: Pat passed around flyer so people can post and hand out as invites. All female vets are invited, not just members. 
c. Women Veterans Conference: Oct 15th – WVNM will be at conference in lieu of Membership Meeting.
1. Purple Heart & DAV Socorro donations: Pat asked Purple Heart for donations since State cannot fund all of conference. They are donating ALL of the $1,500.
a.  Plaque for them, as well as a table
b.  Certificate
2. Staff table: Conference is probably 9 am – 4 pm.  Attending are: Myra, Pat, Joni, and Sofie (Diana away getting another volunteer award). 
3. Supply of T-Shirts: Diana and Myra ordered more T-shirts. Ordered:
· R&W State: 15 of various sizes
· Blue Zia: 26 of various sizes
· New Pocket-Size Logo with “Proudly She Served”: 9 (to see how well they sell)
· Need to have order forms at conference in case we run out of certain sizes.
· Myra and Diana ordered jackets with the pocket-logo ($25 each) – at their own expense – so people can see what they look like.
· Myra trying to get a friend of hers to re-do logo in illustrator so we can enlarge it without loss of sharpness. If he wants to charge, Pat to see if any of our WM Vets are able to do this.
· Myra to put new T-shirt on website as soon as they are available so a photo can be uploaded.
4. VistaPrint Imaging items: brochures, mugs, key chains have been ordered. Pat gave receipt to Myra. Pat ordered: Small magnets with “goals”; tags with logo; business cards as “Board Member” where we fill in our own information; brochures for conference and clinic, OIF/OEF coordinator. 
5. Service Merchandise: We have the tubs of vend items to sell
d. Stand-Down Prep Oct 13 – 14 (Actual Stand Down is Oct 14 & 15)
1. Future Meetings: Sep 21, Oct 5, Oct 12/13 (final prep)
2. Winter Clothes Drive – clothes/underwear – Diana to pass info out at UVC meeting Wed prior to Stand Down that WVNM is doing this clothing drive
3. Other organizations doing sanitary items for males and females
4. Need volunteers to sort clothes (Pat to send email request to members)
8. OPEN DISCUSSION: 
a. Photo ops for Native American Veterans: Photos to be used in brochures about Veterans Crisis Line. Pat and Joni to coordinate, looking for younger people. Pat to contact Farmington’s native American group. There’s a $100 stipend and free photos to participants.  – will be shooting Sep 24, all day.
b. Donations to Organizations that Support Women Veterans – these organizations are known to help women veterans directly:
1. Socorro Women Veteran statue: donate $500
2. Horses for Heroes: $200
3. Wounded Warriors, $100 (we received a donation to forward from WVNM)
c. Sock-Hop Bingo – Diana received a request from Michelle of the VA Rec Center for WVNM to host this event as outreach. Ward 7 and Star programs will probably attend
1. November 16th – Diana to supply music, Theme to be “Fall”
2. Serve cookies, snacks, cupcakes; Rec Center provides coffee
3. Diana to get cookies, napkins, plates. MOTION (Myra)/2nd Joni: Up to $50 for costs associated with Sock-Hop Bingo on Wed, Nov 16 – 6 pm. UNANIMOUS
d. Vet’s Day Parade Float: Nov 11. Diana has patriotic music. Myra and Pat both offered truck, to be decorated with banners.
e. Anniversary Dinner: Pat invited Carole Dunsbach, wanted to invite Tim Hale (State Secr- Veterans). Possibly invite Purple Heart president and DAV. Board members to call members and let them know how important this is to attend, guests invited also.
f. UVC Updates:
1. Vet Day at State Fair: Changes from years past (re: application). Guard has whole street, no assigned areas, it is first-come-first-served. No free car passes, NO SELLING, no donation jars. “Take orders only” for T-shirts, no stakes or poles in ground/grass, be at Gate 3, San Pedro.  Parade at 10 am, and tentative ceremony starts at 11 am. Speakers will be at 11:30 am. Parking is $5 per car load.
2. POW MIA day: Friday, Sep 16th
3. NM Veterans Mayor’s Advisory Board: conference room, One Civic Plaza, 400 Marquette
4. Thunderbirds, October 9th.
5. Diana provides list of all veteran activities.
6. UVC doing their own, new website. Want links. Myra to send email to wfrpaul@gmail.com
7. Representative Heinrich has a job fair Sep 16, 3 – 7 pm at S Valley Multiplex, 2008 Larrazolo Rd SW
g. American Legion 99: Pat spoke to them and they would love to give money to women veterans for projects. Gave them our website. This would assist us in the upcoming Thanksgiving/Christmas season, for our gift bags for women in the veterans home in TorC. Will be helpful to have nicer gift bags for the women.
h. September is time for next year’s board elections. We still are one short of a full board now. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]2009: Jan had 1 yr left as vp; myra had 1 year left as secr; Diana’s 2-yr term up
2010: Relected Jan – VP; Joni – Sgt At Arms; Elected Myra: Secretary; Gloria – Treasurer
2011: voted in Pat, Diana, Jan, Myra, Joni. Gloria reverted to Director, but resigned at that time also.
9. ADJOURN: 4:49 pm (Motion: Diana/2nd Sofie)
UPCOMING EVENTS:    
• September 25 – ALS Walk, 1000, Isotopes Park (HG be there at 0830)
• October 13 – Board meeting
• October 15 – Albuquerque Women Veterans Conference – “Body, Mind &  
     Wellness” – Hilton Hotel, 1901 University Boulevard NE (near I-25)
• Christmas Party – tentative Dec 17, VFW-401
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