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P O Box 36648, Albuquerque NM 87176
MINUTES of Board Meeting
August 12, 2011


1. Call to Order by Pat Gaston at 12:12 p.m. 
	 Board Members:         ( means Present)

	
	Pat Gaston, President, HG
	
	Myra Powers, Secretary, HG

	
	Diana Wong, Vice President, HG
	
	Joni Seymour, Sargent at Arms, HG

	
	Jan Herbert, Treasurer, HG
	
	Sofie Maestas, Director

	
	
	
	


2. Pledge of Allegiance. Moment of silence for those soldiers who lost their lives in recent helicopter crash.

3. Approve Agenda. Motion: Myra / 2nd: Jan

4. Review Minutes:  Review of June 9 & July 11, 2011 Board Minutes and July 13, 2011 Quarterly Minutes. Approved with edits. 

5. Reports 
a. President – Pat Gaston
1. 2011 Meetings/Socials: Anniversary Party, September 17; Membership meeting, October 15; & Christmas Party, December 17; Board meetings:  second Thursday of each month unless conflict with other veterans event. Pat asks everyone to let her know in advance if you cannot make the new regular time of 11 am – 2nd Wed of month.
2. VAVS committee meeting: Pat, Myra, and Diana attended meeting. Sonja Brown needs an administrative paper from WVNM, Diana to follow up on this by next Wednesday.
a. Newsletter and non-email members. Pat made a newsletter and emailed to all member. Jan to print newsletter to non-members. Pat will try to do a newsletter every other month.
b. Project/Tasks: We need to complete projects/tasks in a timely manner especially when we owe our members something, i.e., shirts, information. A couple of members griped about t-shirts they didn’t get from a previous board – we must do better to keep our members’ trust.
· TShirts – If you are unable to accomplish something, please pass it on to another board member. 
c. Website: - replace Jobs tab with local Veteran Businesses and Services tab. Lots of organizations support us and others want to help us, and we want to put their complete information on our website (not as link). Organizations such as USCares (mortgages, rent assist, etc), and PMS (Presbyterian Medical Services) which does counseling for extended family members of veterans. 
b. Vice President – Diana Wong:
· Letter to new members: Myra and Diana wrote a welcome letter for new members. Pat to make edits and Diana to mail.
c. Treasurer – Jan Herbert: 
Financial Report: Checking: $1,688.12, Savings: $1,318.99. 
d. Honor Guard – Joni Seymour 
1. ALS - Sep 25, 1000, arrive by 0830. Now, only Myra, Pat and Joni have responded. 
2. Barelas Community Center – Diana was approached to ask for HG this Friday – very short notice. They have flags. Joni asked Diana to tell them no – not enough notice. Joni having trouble getting some HG members to respond. She will try to get uniform from Gloria Worthington since she has not responded in over a year.
3. Pajuaque – Diana was approached for HG to perform at their event. Joni to contact them, if number can be located.
4. Guidelines for HG – Joni prepared guidelines for Honor Guard, who can participate, that participants need to participate in two events per year.
e. Secretary – Myra Powers
Federal Non-Profit (501(c)3 paperwork – Myra got signatures on Bylaws, which was last item needed for application. She now only has to fill in the information from her ‘prospective’ income/expenses onto form. Will be mailed by Wednesday.
f. Logistic Coordinator: Furniture Donations/Storage/Bikes – Sofie Maestas
· Received a couple of donations this month
· Storage: has room for small stuff; otherwise, pretty full
· Sofie needs some kind of ID Card to reflect her association with WVNM. Pat recommends Vistaprint item.
· Tax Exempt Status: was asked about tax exempt status for those donating items. Myra states we will have to send them by mail, or give them a pre-printed, receipt for them to file with their taxes when our 501(c)(3) is approved
· Rae Mares (member) is volunteering as assistant to Sofie
· Thank you cards for those donating: Pat discusses obtaining cards from VistaPrint. Sofie to make something up to use in the meantime.


6. OLD BUSINESS 
a. Membership meeting: Meeting went well, approx. 15 attendees. Furr’s is a great location, people stayed to socialize.
7. NEW BUSINESS
a. Stand Down – Oct 13 & 14
· Veterans only on day one (Friday)
· We will have women’s items at our table, rather than putting men’s and women’s items together
· Pat believes Santa Fe’s Stand Down is Oct 29 – need to decide if we will assist there
· Future Meetings pertaining to Stand Down: Aug 24, Sep 21, Oct 5, Oct 12 & 13 (final prep) – Pat would like help in attending these meetings
· Volunteers to sort clothes (request from members). Located Central and Tramway
· Need toys for children, small can openers
b. Daniels Memorial informational meeting for women veterans on Aug 20, 11 am.
c. Anniversary Party: Diana has not heard back concerning whether to use Copper Canyon or Furr’s. Thinking of leaving it at Furr’s, rather than Copper Canyon, because it would lend continuity of location for members. MOTION by Diana: Stay at Furr’s for Anniversary Party on Sep 17. 2nd: Joni. UNANIMOUS. 
d. Women Veterans Conference: Sep/Oct – Date to be determined. Pat will email as soon as date is known.
1. Need people to staff table. Raffle the SensiWarmers (each branch), 6 for $5, or $1 each ticket. Put a small cup in front of each service.
2. Supply of Tshirts – Blue/White, Myra recommends purchase some pocket-size logo on Tshirt.  Diana says it will cost approx. $35 set-up fees if new 2-color. Do 1-color-pocket instead. Re-order Blue/white Tshirts also. MOTION by Diana: Motion that $400 be approved for purchase of third set of Tshirts as discussed. 2nd: Joni. UNANIMOUS. Myra and Diana to determine sizes/number order.
3. VistaPrint Imaging items: brochures, mugs, key chains. Pat to order these.
4. Service merchandise? We need to determine what we have to sell and what to be obtained or ordered. Joni will handle this.
e. State Fair: September 22: Free admission with military/veteran ID Cards. Special ceremony again this year.
f. Diana to talk to Nancy about WVNM table at VA for outreach. Table to be located in cafeteria.
g. Diana to do an online search and look for vendors who can make WVNM patches. 
8. UVS: Diana attended UVS meeting and reports that there is a need for gift-bags. Diana and Joni to write email for Pat to request donations, then purchasing items not covered by donations. 
a. Henderson Home: House person in charge needs to take resident to an appointment, but if no one else is there to do ‘watch’, all residents have to go. Asking for volunteers to perform this watch. Diana stood watch on Aug 8th. Gloria Vinskey doing Aug 26th. Call Tish directly.  
b. Stress Management class: Aug 4 – 18 at Family Advocacy Conference Room, 2nd fl, 377th MDG
c. Booth at Veterans Memorial for Veterans Day (Nov). There is a lottery for having a vendor’s booth. Diana was asked to put WVNM in for the lottery.
d. Veterans Advisory Board: 11th Fl, City Hall – date to be sent by email (Diana).
e. UVC is going to do a website. They will link to us. Paul’s email: wfrpaul@g.mail.com
f. 9-11-11 Memorial – Civic Plaza - Blue Star Mother’s – walk/run @10 am.
g. POW Ceremony: Fri, Sep 16 – Veterans Memorial. 10:00 RSVP by Sep 12. 
h. Buddy Walk 9/24: Rio Grande Walk with Down’s Syndrome 9:00 Hardwood Arts Center. 
i. Buddy Baskets: when people come who have been homeless, they have nothing when they finally receive a home. This program gives them a laundry basket filled with: paper towels, toilet paper, window & other cleaners, dish cloth, sponges, floor mop, light bulbs, etc. We believe this is a DAV project.
j. Beyond the Battlefield Bike Run (motorcycle) sponsored by Am Leg Riders. Sep 10. 
9. Support Request:  Female veteran’s husband had TMI from 2 tours overseas. Now going to be housed in VIC. He is due to receive 100% in next few days or so. Needs something to help with gas and incidentals. Discussion over whether $50 or $100 would be good amount to donated. MOTION: (Myra / 2nd Pat) $100 for assistance to Jennifer Sheldon for gas and incidentals. UNANIMOUS.
10. Miscellaneous Pass down: Acupuncture Clinic we advertise on website is at school. Sofie has been attending the clinic for a couple of Wednesday (veteran) appointments. She reports good results so far.
11. ADJOURN: 1:35pm (Motion: )
UPCOMING EVENTS:    
• September 14 - WVNM Board Meeting, 11 am
• September 17 – WVNM Anniversary Dinner, Tentatively 6 pm
• September 25 – ALS Walk, 1000, Isotopes Park (HG be there at 0830)
• October 15 – Albuquerque Women Veterans Conference – “Body, Mind & Wellness” –  
       Albuquerque Crowne Plaza Hotel (used to be Hilton), 1901 University Boulevard NE (near I-25)
• Christmas Party – tentative Dec 17, VFW-401
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